Vol. 79, No. 6 SEPTEMBER 1934 


‘‘MISTER, WILL YOU PLEASE BUY A BIBLE?’’ 
(See page 95) 


President 


Joun T. Manson 


Vice~Presidents 


HerMan J. ScHaFER, Mo. Wm. Jay ScCHIEFFELIN, ewe N. Y. | 
Epwarp §. Jouvett, Ky. Wm. Lyon Puetps, Litt.D., Conn. 
La. Miss EvancELINE Bootu, N. Y. 
Etwoop C. Prerisuo, LL.D., N. C. AL CAS Bivpr, Kans 

B. Preston CiLark, Mass. Mrs. Aucusta R, Moore, Okla. Evsert A. Harvey, Mass, 

Cart E. Miiiixen, LL.D., Me. J. Henry Baker, Md. C. Epcar Anperson, N. Y. 
WiiiiaM S. PiLiinc, Pa. Rosert R. Morton, LL.D., Ala. E. Crarence Mier, LL.D., Pa. 
Mrs. FINLEY J. SHEPARD, LL.D., N. Y. R. L. Smitu, Tex. Ropert B, Scort, Ga. 

THos. C. Day, Ind. Ropert L. Carrick, Ky. J. L. Krart, Il. 
Harry P. Converse, Ky. Joun R. Hawkins, D. C. Joun S, Fisuer, LL.D., Pa. | 
Junius E. Beat, Mich. Henry S. Srkarns, M.D., N. Y. Frank J. Harwoop, Wis. | 
Watrer L,. StockwkELu, N. Dak. Wm. Puitiirs Hau, N. Y. Rozert KE. Speer, D.D., N.Y. 
Henry J. Atren, LL.D., Kan. S. G. Atkins, LL.D., N.C. Josran H. PennimMan, LL.D., Pa. 
Frank A. Horne, N. Y. Wapr H. Exrris, LL.D., D: C: Joun H. Finztzy, LL.D., N. Y. 
Frank O. Lowpen, LL.D., Ill. 


Officers, Managers, and Agencies of the American Bible Society 


CuHarLes E. Hucues, LL.D., D. C. 
Joun R. Mort, LL.D., N. Y. 
JosHua L&verinG, Md. 
CHRISTOPHER MatHeEsoNn, Okla. 


Horack WHITE, 


Recording Secretary 


General Secretaries Rev. Lewis B. CHAMBERLAIN, D.D. | 


Rev. Eric M. Norts, Pu.D., D.D. 
Rev. Grorcg WILLIAM Brown, D.D. 


Treasurer 


GILBERT DARLINGTON Assistant Secretary 


CHartes W. Fow.e 
Managers 
TERM—1933 to 1937 


WintuHrop M. TurTtie 
Orrin R. Jupp 
ELtwoop M. RasENOLD 
HERBERT S. BAKER 


TERM—1934 To 1938 


' 
DANIEL BuRKE | 
FranK H. Mann 
Ernest M. BowMAN } 
ELISABETH B. CUTTING 


TERM—1931 To 1935 
Grorce D. Brartys 
ARLANDO MARINE 
FRANKLIN S. EpMoNpsS 
James R. Joy, LL.D. 


TERM—1932 to 1936 
Roscozk C. E. Brown, Litt.D. 
GrorcE Wootsey, M.D. 
ALFRED BUSSELLE 
Wiiiiam P, Stevenson, LL.D. 


CuarLes F. DarLIncton Wm. ALBert Harsison Epwarp S. MALMAR James M. Stuart 
Sizas F. Hattocxk, M.D. James H. Post Wiiuiam W. Harr Howard WHITTEMORE 
ArtHur L. Brown Grorce TIFFANY JEREMIAH R. Van Brunt Pau, T. Jones 


Ray CLARKE TILLINGHAST 


Rev. Frank Mason Nortu, D.D. 
Rev. H. A. Stimson, D.D. 

Rev. R. S. Inciis, D.D. 

Rev. Ezra S. Tiprre, D.D. 
Pror. Oswatp T. A.Luis, PH.D. 


The William Ingraham Haven Memorial 
Agency among the Colored People: 


Rev. D. H. Stanton, 56 Gammon 
Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga.; Rev. M. 
L. Vaucurers, D.D., 1015 Heiner 
St., Houston, Texas; Rev. A. 


AGLEN, DD, 2622) Bast) SSthy St, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Rev. J. S. _N. 
Tross, D.D., 329 South Brevard St., 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Eastern—New York State and certain 
adjacent regions. 

CuarLes W. Fow ie, Bible 
Astor Place, N.Y. 
Atlantic—Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Rev. Frank P. Parkin, D.D., 1 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


House, 


West Indies— Jost Marcrat-Dorapo, 
Pu.D., Neptuno 173, Havana, Cuba. 


Mexico— Sr. H. T. Marroguin, Apartado 
1373, Mexico City, Mexico. 


Caribbean—Rev. RaymMonp R. Grecory, 
Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 


Upper Andes—Joun Ritcuiz, Apartado 
448, Girén Camana 836, Lima, Peru. 


JaMes T. Van STEENBERGH 
Joun B. Wacker, M.D. 


Ministerial Members of Board Committees 


Warp MELVILLE 
Epwarp H. 


Rev. JAMES PARKER, PH.D. 
Pror. Joun H. Raven, D.D. 
Pror. Howarp C. Rossins, D.D. 
BisHop F. J. McConne tt, D.D. 


Home Agencies 


National Capital—Maryland, Delaware, 
and District of Columbia. 

Rev. Epcar C. Powers, 9 East Frank- 
lin St., Baltimore, Md. 

South Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. 

Revo oMo) Boe Porter, ects) North 
Adams St., Richmond, Va. 

Central — Ohio, Kentucky, ‘Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Mississippi. 

Rev. G. Bruck CAMERON, 424 Elm 
St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Southwestern—Texas, Oklahoma, Louisi- 
ana, and Arkansas. 

Rev. J. J. Morcan, 1814 Main St., 
Dallas, Texas. 


Foreign Agencies 


La Plata—Rev, Paut Penzorri, Calle 


Parana 471, Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina. 
Brazil—Rev. Hucu C. Tucxrr, D.D., 


LL.D.; Rev. CHartes W. Turner, 
Ph.D., Asst. Sec., Bible House, 
Avenida Erasmo Braga No. 12, Rio 
de Janeiro. 

Levant—Rrv. J. Oscar Boyp, D.D., 
Kohlmarkt 8, Vienna, 1, Austria. 

Arabic Levant—C, S. Briu, Box 724, 62 
Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, Egypt. 


Hume, M.D. 


Harry A, KInports 


Rev. T. H. Macxenzit, D.D. 

Rev. Rozsert M. Hoprxins, D.D. 
Pror. J. NEwton Daviks, D.D. 
Rev. ErNEsT BRENNECKE, PH.D. 


| 

| 

i 

i 

{ 

| 

Northwestern—lllinois, Indiana, Michi4 

gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 

Missouri (except Kansas  City)J 

North Dakota, South Dakota. 

Rev. J. L. McLaucuuin, D.D., 3% 
East Wacker Drive, Chicago, III. 

Western—Colorado, Kansas and Kansas 

City, Mo., Nebraska, Wyoming.) 

Montana, Idaho, Utah, Arizona, an 

New Mexico. | 
Rev. ArtHuR F. Racatz, D.D., 51 

Central Savings Bank Bldg., 110 

Fifteenth St., Denver, Colo. 

Pacific — California, Nevada, Oregon, 

Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. | 

——__—_—_— 224 McAllister 

St., San Francisco, Calif. } 


Philippines — Rev. Writ1am HENRw 
Foncer, Acting, Box 755, Bible House } 
No. 636 Isaac Peral, Manila, P. 4 


Siam—Rerv. Ropert O, FRANKLIN, 70 
Sathorn Rd., Bangkok, Siam. 
China—Rey. G. Carterton Lacy, D.D.|, 
No. 102, Missions Building, 169 Yue 

Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, China | 


Japan—Rev. Karr E. Auvretz, Bibl 
Ginza | 


/ 


House, No. 2 Shichome, 
Tokyo, Japan. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine 


&. T. Gariann, Sec., 19 Pine St., Portland. 


New Hampshire 


Epwarp A. Dame, Supt., 24 Warren St., Concord. 


Vermont 


Rev. G. E. Rozspins, Sec., 455 Shelburne Road, Burlington. 


Connecticut 


Rev. S. W. Raymonp, Sec., 278 Farmington Ave., Hartford. 


Massachusetts 


Rev. G. H. Spencer, D.D., Sec., 41 Bromfield St., Boston 


Rhode Island 


Rev. SELpen R. McCurpy, D.D., Sec., 144 Westminster Sti! 


Providence. 


Maryland 


Rev. E. C. Powers, Sec., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore. 


Vou. 79, No. 6 


Epitors, The Secretaries. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, SEPTEMBER 1934 
Publication Office—Third and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 


- 


OnE Dorrar A Yuan 


Published monthly, except in April, June, and August: 
Editorial and Executive Office—The American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
Entered as second-class matter March 26, 1932, at the post office at Harrisburg, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Accept 


ance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Sec. 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on December 3, 1923 
, 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


VOLUME 79 


HE necessity of sup- 

plying the colored peo- 
ple of the South with the 
Scriptures was conceived to 
be so urgent a responsibil- 
ity, that the American Bi- 
ble Society established an 
Agency, in 1901, solely for 
that purpose. It is signifi- 
cant to note that, of its pres- 
ent Home Agencies, now 
numbering ten and spanning the continent from 
New York City to San Francisco, the Colored 
Agency was the first to be instituted. 


Under the leadership of the Rev. John P. 
Wraggs, D.D., efficient and faithful Secretary, 
aided by his loyal wife, the ministry 
of the Colored Agency developed 
from modest. beginnings serving 
only the South to its present worthy 
proportions, nation-wide in its 
scope. 

Dr. Wragg, in the late nineties, as 
a “presiding elder” of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in going over the 
mountains and valleys of Georgia, 
was dismayed by the scarcity of Bi- 
bles among the colored people. In 
commenting recently on his impres- 
sions of the lack of Scriptures in 
those days, Dr. Wragg stated: “I 
was touched. I did not know that 
such conditions affecting God’s 
Word existed. I had been preach- 
ing to these people for nearly four years, never 
dreaming they were without the Book they 
often traveled miles to hear expounded.” 

When the call came to him to assist the 
American Bible Society in remedying this dis- 
heartening condition, Dr. Wragg gladly re- 
sponded, and out of his knowledge and ability 
greatly aided the Society in 
formulating sound policies 
of Scripture distribution. 
Under his skilful direction, 
the Agency for the Colored 
People expanded so, that at 
the time of his retirement 
in 1929, not only had there 
been established the four 
Divisions now located in 
Charlotte, Atlanta, Hous- 
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ton, and Cleveland, but a 
distribution of more than 
1,700,000 volumes of Scrip- 
ture had been achieved. 
Upon his retirement, Dr. 
Wragg and his wife estab- 
lished a trust fund with the 
American Bible Society, the 
income of which is to assist 
in forwarding the work to 
which they gave so unstint- 
edly of their energy and affection. At their 
request, in honor of the late General Secretary 
Dr. Haven, the Colored Agency was designated 
THe WILLIAM INGRAHAM HaAveN MEmorIAL 
AGENCY AMONG THE COLORED PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 


Rev. D. H. Stanton 


Inasmuch as a third of a century 
has elapsed since the beginning of 
its definite relationship to the col- 
ored people, it has seemed fitting to 
the American Bible Society to mag- 
nify this anniversary in a way com- 
mensurate with thirty-three years of 
mutually happy and meaningful co- 
operation. 

Special services are being held. 
Anniversary sermons and addresses 
are being delivered. The ministry 
of the American Bible Society to the 
colored people is being described. 
The world-wide service of the So- 
ciety in many lands and to many na- 
tionalities is being illustrated with stereopticon 
lectures, and opportunities to aid and assist the 
American Bible Society in making the Bible 
more widely available around the world are 
being offered. 

For the information of the Society’s many in- 
terested friends, the following data on the Divi- 
sions of the Colored Agen- 
cy, together with a word 
about the Division Secre- 
taries, are presented. 

Atlanta Division, The 
states of Georgia, South 
Carolina, Florida, Alabama, 
and Mississippi comprise 
the Atlanta Division. Its 
area of 247,783 square miles 
has a colored population of 
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4,251,000. Its headquarters are at 56 Gammon 
Avenue, S. E., Atlanta. 

The Rev. D. H. Stanton, a member of the 
Atlantic Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was appointed Secretary on June 1, 
1930, after having served as district superin- 
tendent of the Atlanta District. 

Charlotte Division. Maryland, Virginia, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, North Carolina, West Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee comprise the 
Charlotte Division. Its area of 214,352 square 
miles has a colored population of 2,796,000. 
Its headquarters are at 329 South Brevard 
Street, Charlotte. 

The Rev. J. S. Nathaniel Tross, D.D., after 
teaching experience and pastorates in the Afri- 
can Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, was ap- 
pointed Division Secretary in September 1932. 

Cleveland Division. The states of New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, 
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Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa comprise 
the Cleveland Division. Its area of 353,110 
square miles has a colored population of 2,023,- 
000. Its headquarters are at 2622 East 55th 
Street, Cleveland. 

The Rev. A. J. Allen, D.D., after a success- 
ful pastorate as minister of the Euclid Avenue 
African Methodist Episcopal Church of Day- 
ton, Ohio, became Division Secretary in 1931. 

Houston Division. The states of Missouri, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, Kansas, Okla- 
homa, and Texas comprise the Houston Divi- 
sion. Its area of 666,882 square miles has a 
colored population of 2,586,000. Its headquar- 
ters are at 1013 Heiner Street, Houston. 

The Rev. M. L. Vaughters, D.D., Division 
Secretary, has been in his present position since 
1920, relinquishing at that time the pastorate 
of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Texarkana, Texas. 


A Sower, Don Gregorio, and Laura 


By the Rev. R. R. Gregory, Secretary, Caribbean Agency 


‘“DEHOLD a sower went forth to 

sow...” The time and what 
his name was, we do not know; but 
the seed was the Good Book. Today, 
this dilapidated volume is on my desk, 
and it tells me a wonderful story of 
its wanderings in a community in the 
interior of Spanish Honduras—in a 
place off the beaten track, where the 
people still live simply, and life is 
primitive. 

Don Gregorio 


The covers of the book would have fallen off 


long ago, if cloth reenforcements had not been 
pasted on to hold it together. Those who gave 
the book to me said that it 
must have been some forty 
years ago when it passed 
imto the hands of Don 
Gregorio; but that cannot 
be, because there is print- 
ing on the inside stating 
that it was published by 
the American Bible So- 
ciety in 1895. No doubt, 
soon after it left the pub- 
lishers, it was on its jour- 
ney to Central America. 
The sower might have 
been Mr. Penzotti, Secre- 
tary and pioneer colpor- 
teur of the Central Ameri- 
can Agency, which he es- 
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tablished in 1892; it might have been 
Mr. A. E. Bishop, of the Central 
American Mission, who came to that 
part of Honduras in 1897, and, be- 
cause of lack of funds, supported 
himself for some time by selling sev- 
eral boxes of Bibles. At any rate, 
the silent little missionary, the sixty- 
cent Bible, was sent on its way, and, 


missionary crossed its path. 

Let me tell you the story as given to me on 
my visit among the missionaries of the Central 
American Mission at Siguatepeque, which is 
approximately midway between the northern 


SIMPLE LIFE IN HONDURAS 
A missionary (center) visiting a Christian family 


for almost thirty years, not a human | 
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coast of Honduras and its capital, Tegucigalpa. 

Don Gregorio Donaire always liked to read 
books. He read many of the Roman Catholic 
books and found in them things he could not 
believe. He often discussed these topics with 
his neighbors, and one day a friend gave him a 
Bible, in order to help him. As he read it, he 
began to believe it and, at the same time, to 
lose faith in Roman Catholicism as it was prac- 
ticed. 

He took the Book among his friends, reading 
it and loaning it to those who were interested. 
Dofia Rosaura, the daughter-in-law of this old 
man, remembers very well how it was his cus- 
tom to go to her father’s home to read the Bible 
to the adults. It was a real holiday for the 
children, because they were all sent out of the 
house to play, in order to have quiet for the 
reading of the Book. 


Laura 


Some ten years ago, Miss Anna Gorhman, a 
missionary of the Central American Mission, 
passed through El Playon and held a service 
one night in the home of Don Gregorio. A 
granddaughter, named Laura, was very much 
impressed with the singing, and wanted to go 
home with Miss Gorhman, but was told that 
she was too young to leave home and had better 
wait until later. Miss Gorhman was never per- 
mitted to return, and Laura waited in vain. 

Some years later, a missionary of the Evan- 
gelical Mission at San Pedro Sula passed 
through El Playon. Laura was then sixteen 
years old. After hearing the gospel preached, 
she again wanted to go with the missionary to 
learn more about the message of the Book, but 
that time also it was not convenient. A year 
later, when this same missionary returned, she 
was permitted to go with him; although the 
people of the village thought the mother was 
very unwise to let her daughter go away with 
strangers. She attended the school of the mis- 
sion. But only for four months as her family 
missed her so that they took her home. It 1s 
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remarkable how the Lord has used this young 
girl, still in her teens, in that community. 

In January of last year, Don Leonardo 
Alonzo, a Honduranian worker of the mission 
at Siguatepeque, visited El Playon, and, after 
four nights of services, thirty-one made public 
profession of their faith in Jesus Christ as 
their personal Saviour. Many of this number 


were already believers, but had never had an 
opportunity to testify in a public meeting. 


ae 


Laura, Miss Stahr, a Worker, Miss Phillips 


Laura had conducted a Sunday school and re- 
ligious services, giving the message to the peo- 
ple. They all looked to her for religious leader- 
ship and instruction. 

When Don Leonardo left, Laura chose to go 
with him to live with the two missionary ladies 
at Siguatepeque, Misses Stahr and Phillips, and 
receive training as a worker for the Lord. 

“Behold a sower went forth to sow,’ some 
thirty-five years ago, in the interior of Hon- 
duras. Some seed fell on good ground; it 
grew and multiplied until today there is need 
for a full-time pastor in that community. The 
silent missionary had done its work well. It 
was replaced by a new Bible, and is now in 
honored retirement among this Agency’s treas- 
ures at the Bible House, Cristobal. 


What It Means 


By the Rev. H. D. Peck 


HE Scriptures-in your mother tongue 
speak to the heart as in no other language. 

A translator visited John Ramirez in his 
home and explained the Way in Mam. Many 
times John had heard the gospel in Spanish; 
but it had not gripped him. When he entered 
with the translator into prayer in Mam, he sur- 
rendered his heart to Christ and became the 
first Mam Indian believer, in his tongue. A 


year of good testimony, despite persecution, as- 
sured the translation committee of John’s firm- 
ness in the Way and his interest in the Word. 
He was invited to San Pedro to help in the 
New Testament revision work. After gaining 
fuller knowledge of the gospel and phrasing it 
in Mam terms, he was able, on returning home, 
to win his wife to accept Christ as her personal 
Saviour. She had been a veritable shrew, but 
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MRS, PECK HUNTING WORDS WITH NATIVES 


the gospel tamed her. He confessed that he 
had tried to make her understand in Spanish; 
but that he had been unable “‘to get the gospel 
to go into her,” until he discovered how to tell 
itin Mam. Now the family altar is established, 
the Word is read in Mam, and feelings find an 
outlet in Mam gospel hymns. He feels well 
repaid for his sixty-five-mile walk over two 
mountain ranges to help during a three weeks’ 
translation period, resulting in giving him a 
command of the Word of God in his own 
mother tongue. 

During Francisco’s first month at the trans- 
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lation table, he learned how to make the power 
of the gospel articulate in Mam, so that he was 
able to encourage his wife to make public her 
confession of faith. Through an enlarged vo- 
cabulary and understanding, the wife was able 
to win her sister. Yesterday Francisco joyfully 
announced the conversion of his mother-in-law, 
an Indian of advanced age. 

In the department of Huehuetenango, a 
group of ten towns had no representative at the 
translation table for the dialectical revision of 
the New Testament. The committee in charge 
sent a commission to visit the towns and make 
a comparative linguistic study. A “ladino” 
evangelist, who had been trying for years to 
reach the Mams of his district, was taught and 
encouraged to pray and sing in Mam. Within 
a few months he had won to Christ Pedro 
Morales, a young man of ability, who came 
through a period of frightful persecution with 
a firm faith in his Saviour. Now he has been 
doing his turn at the translation table, although 
it costs him more than one hundred and fifty 
miles on foot to make a round trip to San 
Pedro. And now also he is carrying the Word 
in Mam into a dozen homes of his town, and 
already enjoys the fruit of his labors in seeing 
one family after another make public confes- 
sion of faith in Christ. 

We estimate that forty thousand homes 
would be happier here in western Guatemala, 
could they enjoy family worship in their own 
tongue. Has the church of our Lord a re- 
sponsibility for the two hundred thousand 
dialect-speaking Mam Indians? 


All Think Their Bible the Best 


By Dr. Theo. Graebner 


This is such a viwd tribute to a quality of the Bible, and the fine work of its translators, that tt 
is republished here with thanks to the author and the “Lutheran Witness” in which it appeared. 


HE Bible has now been translated into 
800* languages or dialects or is in course 
of translation; and it is an interesting question 
to ask which of these translations is the best? 
An African Negro once told an Englishman 
who has traveled widely among many nations: 
“You white people have many advantages. You 
have railroads, the telegraph, rifles, beautiful 
dresses, wisdom, and riches; but one thing you 
lack—a thing we have—the Bible in the Zulu 
language.” ‘The traveler said: “Our own trans- 
lation is an excellent one, and is very faithful 
to the original text.” The Zulu shook his head 
and said: “It cannot be the equal of ours.” 
The incident had almost escaped the memory 
of the traveler when he came to one of the 
” * The latest figure is 940. 


Malayan islands and there heard a native re- 
mark: “The Malay is the most eloquent lan- 
guage in the world. Just read our translation 
of the Scriptures and be convinced.” A little 
later he was in a Chinese port. “In my hear- 
ing,” he says, “a Chinese Christian expressed 
his pity for the Europeans who are unable to 
read the Bible in Chinese!” 

What are we to conclude from these state- 
ments, which no doubt could be multiplied? 
Although the French translation to this writer 
seems hopelessly stilted and formal, he knows 
that the French prize it as the crown and glory 
of their literature. What does it mean? 

Simply this: that the quality of the Bible is 
such that it bears translation into any tongue 
without losing a particle of its strength and 
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beauty. The finest passages in Shakespeare 
lose a great deal by translation into German. 
Goethe’s lyrics in English translation have lost 
their soul. This is true also of ancient litera- 
ture. Plato’s genius is dimmed when he is 
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made to speak German or English. And the 
Fourth Ode of Horace’s Second Book is mag- 
nificent only in its original Latin. ‘The Bible 
alone among all books retains its heavenly qual- 
ity whatever language it is made to speak. 
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Two Stories 


By the Rey. A. F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


Worked Twenty-five Days for a Bible 


HE traditional boy who carried water for 

the elephant to earn his way into the circus 
had his counterpart in the seven-year-old boy 
of this narrative. 


In place of a ticket to the circus, this boy 
earned a Bible; and instead of a thirsty ele- 
phant that needed water, it was a household 
whose water pipes were frozen. 


Three times a day this little fellow, with two 
small buckets, made a number of half-block 
trips through the snow, carrying all the water 
needed for a household, including the addi- 
tional amount needed for the weekly family 
washing. This he did for five cents a day, 
hoping the job would last until he had earned 
enough to pay for one of the Society’s Bibles 
which sell at $1.35. However, after twenty- 
five days the village had thawed out its water 
system, and his services were no longer needed. 

Undismayed, he sent to my office in Denver 
the $1.25 he had earned, and requested us to 
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hold it to his credit until he could manage to 
earn the remaining ten cents, plus the postage 
charges. 

The case was so extraordinary that, after the 
story had been verified, the balance was re- 
mitted, the Bible delivered, and, in response, I 
received a touching letter of thanks. 


“Worth More Than a Million Dollars” 

A mission worker in a large city wrote the 
Society’s office in Denver concerning an Italian, 
who had been converted and needed a Bible in 
his native language. At her suggestion, a copy 
was sent to her for delivery. In due time the 
remittance came, with this note: “I delivered 
the Bible a few days ago. Today our Italian 
friend came to me with face beaming, and said, 
‘Please tell them in English, that words cannot 
tell how precious this Bible is to me—it is 
worth more than a million dollars to me—not 
only for my sake, but what it will mean to 
others as I use it in telling them about the 
Lords” 


Notes and Comments 


ONOR to whom honor is due. This is 
the basic thought back of a movement to 
mark October 6, 1934, by recognizing the im- 
portance of the services of Sunday-school 
teachers. Their generous voluntary services, 
so often rendered for many years, is worthy of 


honor. 


* KOK 


This recognition day originated with William 
T. Ellis, LL.D., a newspaperman, and himself 
the author of syndicated Sunday-school les- 
sons widely used in newspapers. This makes 
it the more interesting to recall that the first 
Sunday school was started by a newspaper edi- 
tor and publisher, Robert Raikes, in Gloucester, 
England, in 1780. Now there are reported in 
the world over 360,000 Sunday schools, with 
over 35,000,000 members. In the United States 
and Canada, there are some 185,000 Sunday 
schools, with over 20,000,000 members. There 
are more than 2,000,000 teachers recorded. 

e oe 


Tue first article of this number reveals, in 
itself, why the work of the Agency among the 


Colored People of our country is bulking rather 
largely in these columns just now. 


THE article by Mr. Shell on “College Stu- 
dents and the Bible” in the July number should 
have been introduced by the statement that the 
topic set for students who submitted essays was 
“The Bible as Literature.” 


A News bulletin of the National Lutheran 
Council reports that Premier Mussolini has 
written to all the school leaders in Italy, recom- 
mending the use of the New Testament with 
these pregnant words: 


All professors and teachers shall read the New 
Testament, shall explain this divine book to the chil- 
dren, and see to it that they memorize the best pas- 
sages. This book shall not be missing in any school 
library; for it is ever new throughout all the cen- 
turies. It is the greatest of all books, the most neces- 
sary of all books, because it is divine. The National 
Government desires by it to capture the children and, 
through them, the soul of the Italian people for the 
discovery of the sure way which will lead the father- 
land to the worthiest and truest greatness. 


OZ 


Some will recall the article in the March 
Recorp entitled “Good Fruit” telling how the 
distribution of Bibles was furthered even where 
there was no money to purchase. intmamiecetit 
letter, Dr. Ragatz, of our Western Agency, 
gives this bit of the barter involved: 

A family had butchered a calf; a Bible was ex- 
changed for half of the calf; the meat was exchanged 
for eggs, green vegetables, potatoes, and grain; part 
of these were exchanged for garage service, gasoline, 
and groceries. By the time the last exchange had been 
completed, forty separate deals had distributed a dozen 
or so Bibles, at least that many Testaments, and sev- 
eral hundred Portions. When he got through, the 
books were gone, and he had no money left. But he 
had lived fog several days, met the upkeep of his car, 
had a tank full of gasoline, and was ready to start 
out on another trip! 


Mavrip, Spain, has an annual book fair. 
Our friends of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society maintain a Bible stall thereat and re- 
port that the demand for the Scriptures was so 
brisk on the opening day, that eight workers 
were unable to cope with it. By the close of 
that day more than 10,000 copies had been sold. 
During the ten days of the fair, 1,382 Bibles, 
1,054 Testaments, and 32,272 Portions, or a 
total of 34,708 volumes had been sold. The 
Bible was the best seller at the fair. 


A cLipPING from the Evansville (Ind.) 
Courier has come telling of the experience of a 
“forty-niner,” of gold prospecting days, re- 
ported by his son-in-law, that is noteworthy. 
While he was at work near a river, the body 
of a drowned man drifted in. On it was found 
a little sack of gold dust, but nothing to iden- 
tify the man. When he returned home, he ex- 
changed the gold dust for $100, and turned it 
over to the American Bible Society. 


Tue 118th Annual Report of the American 
Bible Society has been issued. Appreciative 
comments appearing in various newspapers 
reach us. This is one from a newspaper of 
Youngstown, Ohio: 

he American Bible Society has an unusual record 
which the public generally does not fully appreciate. 
It is one of the oldest organizations in the country, 
its activities being carried into every quarter of the 
world; and it is to be credited with having an im- 
portant part in making the Bible the most largely cir- 
culated book. 

e e 


As an illustration of the fact that there are 
still many homes in the United States without 
Bibles, one of the workers of the American 
Bible Society reported that, out of 7,646 fami- 
lies which he visited during 1933, he found 
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2,953 having no Bible—almost forty percent. 


In a western state one family admitted that for 


four generations they had been without a Bible. | 


When we remember that more than one half 
of the world lives in Bibleless homes, the ne- 
cessity laid upon Christian forces for furnish- 
ing the Word of God is at once apparent. 


In crossing an altitude of 14,000 feet in 
Peru, a colporteur of the American Bible So- 
ciety, Don Pedro Diaz, suffered so much from 
exposure, that his hands and face were swollen 
and blackened, and his lips broken, so that for 
a day or two he could scarcely open his mouth. 
“But,” he reported, “I circulated the Word in 
many places which have never been visited by 
an evangelical missionary or colporteur, and 
most of the others were only visited once by a 
colporteur more than thirty years ago.” 


Wirutn the past four months some fifty 
shipments have been made to U. S. Army 
chaplains, of a total of about 13,000 pocket 
New Testaments for men in the C. GC @ 
camps throughout the country. We know from 
several of these chaplains that these Testa- 
ments are sought for eagerly by the men and 
often used faithfully. One chaplain writes, in 
acknowledging a shipment and asking for 
more: “We are having good church attendance 
and converts are coming gradually from each 
camp. The boys are joining the local churches 
and taking a leading part in their activities.” 


* OK Ok 


Since the openine of C.° CoC ‘campe wlaca 
year our Society has given 50,000 New Testa- 
ments for distribution in them. 


SCIENTIFIC invention and progress are help- 
ing to counterbalance some of the perplexities 
usually faced by those charged with Scripture 
distribution. The radio is now being used for 
a half hour weekly in Shanghai, to broadcast 
the Scriptures and to describe Bible Society ac- 
tivities. A few evenings before Christmas, 
members of the Agency staff read the story of 
Jesus’ birth over the radio in seven languages 
and dialects. In eastern Bolivia and Peru new 
government roads opened up territories for- 
merly isolated and dangerous for travel. Cars 
can now penetrate from the Pacific coast to the 
highlands of central Peru, crossing the Andes 
at an altitude of 15,000 feet. 


A GROWING interest in the Bible among the 
25,000 Indians in the Pacific coast states has 
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been reported to the American Bible Society by 
its Pacific Agency. It has long been a question 
among these Indians as to whether the Bible 
was a real religious help to them. They recog- 
nized the Bible as the white man’s book, and 
they feared it would destroy their old and cher- 
ished Indian culture; but they have come to 
believe that the Bible teaches a forward-look- 
ing religion and possesses the promise of life 


Reflections of a Long Life. 7 


By Theodore O. Hamlin : 
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that they seek; so there has been a marked en- 
couragement in a reading of it. 
By Pe 

Most of the younger people read the Bible in 
English, but the older generation want the 
Scriptures in the language they understand. 
The American Bible Society has printed some 
part of the Bible in fifteen different Indian 
dialects spoken throughout America. 
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This unusual contribution has come from an annuitant now in his ninetieth year. Our S oclety=4$ 


rich in such old friends, and rejoices in them. 
source, 


BV gee vER our occupation, whether we 

like it or not, or think the pay is not 
enough, it is obligatory to do our very best. 
Our self-respect demands it. A different busi- 
ness may appear more desirable, but usually be- 
cause its difficulties are not known. Absolute 
perfection does not exist. 

Our dearest and most prized possessions are 
our friends, and they are made and retained by 
-a kindly and unchanging manner. Cheerful- 

ness and loyalty should 
always be our attitude. 
The real test of friend- 
ship is when we have 
trouble, sorrow, and 
loss of those dear to us. 
We are admonished in 
the Bible that it is bet- 
ter to go to the house 
of mourning than the 
house of feasting, and 
we have found it true 
miicelesiastes 7:2). 

An obligation we 
should not avoid is our 
position in regard to 
the future life. Men- 
tioning it to our friends 
and others is usually 
considered a delicate 
subject. It is our plain 
duty, which we cannot , 
escape, to remind them of our hope and belief 
in the immortality of the soul. He who saves 
a soul from death will hide a multitude of sins 
Blames 5:20). 

Is attendance at church necessary to live a 
Christian life? We reply no; but it is desira- 
ble, helpful, and our duty. In Hebrews 10: 25 
we are told not to forsake assembling together. 
Any locality where there is no church nor Sun- 
day school is very undesirable for residence. 


GROWING OLD 


ALITILE more tired at close of day, 

A little less anxious to have our way, 
A little less ready to chide and blame, 
A better care for a brother’s name, 
And so we are gliding down the way 
That leads to the dawn of endless day. 


A little less care for fame or gold, 

A little more love for the days of old, 

A clearer view and a broader mind, 
Increasing love for all mankind, 

And thus we are nearing our journey’s end, 
Where time and eternity meet and blend. 


A little more laughter, a few more tears, 
And we shall have lived our allotted years, 
The book be closed, the prayers be said, 
And we be laid with the countless dead; 
Thrice happy then all who can say: 

I live, because Christ has passed my way. 


i The verses on “Growing Old” came from the same 
The author is not named. They have a message for young as well as old. 


Whether a church is of the denomination we 
prefer is of no importance. There are no sects 
in heaven. 

We should be concerned as to how we can 
be helpful to those we meet in the daily grind 
of life. A cheerful greeting, a smile and nod 
of recognition, a pleasant remark to a tired 
worker, will close the day with satisfaction. 
“Count that day lost whose low, descending 
sun views from thy hand no worthy action 
done.” 

Gifts to persons and 
charitable organizations 
is a difficult subject for 
Christians with limited 
incomes. Gifts to indi- 
viduals are not always 
helpful, but we have 
preferred to give where 
possibly it might not be 
justified, rather than 
risk refusing a worthy 
person. It is our duty 
to help support our 
church and its benevo- 
lences. The Lord loves 
a cheerful giver. 

There are many who 
doubt the efficacy of 
prayer, because direct 
answers are not always 
received. But the worst 
scoffer, when in dire emergency and peril, calls 
on the Lord for help. Where answers to sin- 
cere prayer do not come, is because our earthly 
minds do not know what is best. There are, 
however, many instances of direct answers, 
and we have had that experience more than once. 
We are told in the Bible to pray without ceasing. 

The foregoing incomplete thoughts we hope 
may assist those who read these lines, along 
the rough road of life. 


Stheley, CaF 
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The Coming Generation Responds 


By the Rev. D. H. Stanton, 
William Ingraham Haven Memorial 


ES, the coming generation does respond. 
Let me illustrate it by briefly recounting 
something of three young people’s conferences. 


At Atlanta, Georgia 


The second annual young people’s Bible con- 
ference in this great center was held at the 
Central Methodist Episcopal Church in Octo- 
ber. Judging from the city-wide and genuine 
interest manifested, the crowd that attended, 
and the opinion of those who gave it careful 
study, the conference was one of the best of its 
kind ever held in the historical old church. 

The purpose frankly and widely announced 
was, “to stimulate an interest on the part of 
the young people in the study of the Scrip- 
tures.” Young people were given the privi- 
lege, but not forced nor begged, to take part. 
With the cooperation of the superintendent of 
the city schools, it was arranged that a special 
feature should be the reading of papers on 
“The Bible as Literature.” It was emphasized 
that the writing of these papers was entirely 
voluntary; but any would be welcome. The 
first surprise was that, though students knew 
that only nine papers would be selected, 2,007 
entered the contest! 

Meetings were held for seven consecutive 
nights—Monday through Sunday. ‘The first 
three nights, three promi- 
nent business men spoke on 
the individual’s responsibil- 
ity for the dissemination of 
scriptures. Seldom have J 
listened to more telling lay 
preaching. Thursday night, 
the young people were in 
charge of the entire pro- 
gram. At its close, a bright 
youngster asked that Miss 
Annie Hall, a returned mis- 
sionary from Africa, tell a 
story of the boys and girls 
across the sea. She did it 
most effectively. They were deeply moved as 
they heard, many for the first time, of boys 
and girls like themselves in such darkness that 
they did not even know there was such a book 
as the Bible. One after another arose and of- 
fered to send a Bible through Miss Hall to 
some boy or girl over there, and, before the 
conference was closed, one hundred Bibles were 
thus bought and given to this missionary. 

Friday night was the night for the annual 
musical. [See January 1933 Recorn, page 10. 


Secretary, Atlanta Division 
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Ep.] The music, for the most part, con- 
sisted of Psalms and other passages of Scrip- 
ture set to music. The stage was beautiful. 
Over the ninety glad-hearted and radiant-faced 
choir was suspended a white banner with, in 
red letters, “Back to the Bible and to Worthy 
Living.” ‘They sang of the Old Book. They 
sang, may I say, as only Negroes can sing. 
They sang until their youthful voices untwisted 
all the cords that tie the hidden soul of har- 
mony, and until the Old Book glowed with a 
new and living meaning to every man, woman, 
and child in the vast audience. The last num- 
ber was the Negro spiritual “I never will turn 
back,”—words very fitting, I thought, to an 
audience that had been led by their singing to 
a higher appreciation of the Bible. 

On Saturday, a group of juniors rendered 
one of the best programs of the session. Sun- 
day was a high day. A special program was 
rendered at the Sunday-school hour. The Rev. 
Dr. R. N. Brooks, professor of church history 
in Gammon Seminary, delivered an address at 
the church hour. In the afternoon, a program 
was rendered by a group of students in another 
section of the city. At six, the last session be- 
gan, again in the Central Church, Bishop F. 
T. Keeney, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
delivering the closing address and the ninety- 


A GROUP AT ST, PETERSBURG 


voice choir, again, adding much to the music. 
rT ® . 
lhere is no possible way for me to tell how 
much I was benefited by this conference, and 


for the young people it was the best we have 
held. 


At St. Petersburg, Florida 


That young people may be used in the dis- | 
tribution of Bibles was brought out conclusively — 
in connection with the conference held at St. 
Petersburg in March. Before it opened, by ar- | 
rangement I had sent a consignment of Bibles | 


| 
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and Testaments, and a pastor had placed them 
in the hands of his young people, to be sold. 
When I reached St. Petersburg, I found they 
were busy at the job; for one bright young- 
ister greeted me with “Mister, will you please 
buy a Bible?’ I bought a Testament, and then 
Itold him that I was the man that had sent the 
books for sale. There was a look of surprise, 
Ibut no attempt to return the coin. With a 
cheery “I sure do thank you,” he disappeared. 
| The program ran from Wednesday through 
iSunday, with meetings every evening and on 
jthe afternoons of the first three days and the 
jmornings of Saturday and Sunday. Music was 
rendered by different public school choirs in the 
afternoons, and special choirs from churches in 
the evenings. Ministers of the city and neigh- 
borhood took various parts in conducting and 
addressing the meetings, Bishop F. D. Keeney 
again participating. The addresses were ex- 
ceptionally informing. 


At West Palm Beach, Florida 


An equally interesting and, perhaps, even 
more profitable meeting was held the following 
week at West Palm Beach. Here Bishop Flip- 
tper, of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
}was present during the entire conference and 


In Delaware 

HE state of Delaware is, in a 

measure, cut off from the rest of 
the Agency by Chesapeake Bay and 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The 
Rev. J. S. Potts, the Maryland Bible 
Society’s representative on the East- 
ern Shore, has accomplished some 
gratifying work through contacts with 
ministers and leading laymen in Dela- 
ware. An outstanding result of these 
contacts is the establishment of regular dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures in county jails. 
Mrs. James Wharton, of Houston, Delaware, 
realizing the pitiful case of prisoners, has been 
instrumental in caring for the needs of two of 
these jails. From the experience of nearly 
three years in the chaplaincy of a great state 
penitentiary, the Agency Secretary knows the 
high value of such a mission. 


At the Naval Air Station 
On April 15, 1934, a pulpit Bible was pre- 
sented to the Naval Air Station, Anacostia, 
D. C., at the request of Chaplain S. W. Salis- 
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was the principal speaker. While the young 
people did not sell as many Bibles and Testa- 
ments as at the previous conference, they took 
a more active part in the program. The chorus 
was the best outside of Atlanta. Here, too, es- 


says were read on “The Bible as Literature.” 


A PROMISE OF THE FUTURE 


I am convinced that, through such confer- 
ences or something like them, there is the best 
opportunity to educate the people, old and 
young, in the value, use, and distribution of the 
Scriptures. 

With the third of a century celebration on 
now, there is good reason for such meetings 
to be better than ever during the remainder of 
the year among the young people, especially. 


Some Happenings 


By the Rey. Edgar Cordell Powers, Secretary, National Capital Agency 


bury, of the Washington Navy Yard. 
The Agency Secretary preached, Mr. 
J. -Henry Baker, “president vot the 
Maryland Bible Society, made the 
presentation, and the Bible was re- 
ceived by Commander Harrill, com- 
mandant of the naval air station. A 
ladies’ chorus of twenty-five voices 
furnished special music, and more 
than one hundred officers and enlisted 
men attended. 


At the Naval Academy—Annapolis 


The next outstanding presentation cere- 
monies took place on May 20, 1934, at the 
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, 
Maryland. A custom of more than fifty years 
has been the setting apart of a Sunday evening 
prior to June week for the presentation of the 
New Testament and Psalms to the graduating 
class. The cost of this presentation was for- 
merly borne by the Sailor’s Friend Society. 
However, this year that society found itself 
unable to carry on. The Academy officials 
were unwilling to abandon so noble a custom, 
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and in their dilemma appealed to the Maryland 
Bible Society. 

Our committee on distribution saw in this 
appeal, which came to our Society through 
Chaplain Thomas, an opportunity not only to 
keep alive a beautiful custom, but also an open 
door for glorious service to the kingdom of 
God. Accordingly, the president of the Mary- 
land Bible Society, Mr. J. Henry Baker, and 
the Agency Secretary met the cadets in Ban- 
croft Hall, whose facade faces the Severn 
River and beautiful Chesapeake Bay. After a 
simple family service conducted by a battalion 
commander of the cadet regiment, assisted by 
Chaplain Thomas, 464 copies of the Testament 
and Psalms were handed to these splendid 
young men, as they filed past the rostrum. 
Upon receiving these books, each of which bore 
on its cover the Academy seal, the cadets re- 
tired to their rooms. 

Admiral Hart, commandant of the Academy, 
still cherishes his Testament given to him in 
1897. These young men will be called upon to 
represent their country in many grave interna- 
tional crises in the coming years. It is a matter 
of deep satisfaction to know that they will be 
armed for every conflict, with the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. 


ibe ©, Cy 

Our Agency has also reached out its hand to 
the young men of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, whose camps are within our territory, 
ot on the border of it. Here, where fire haz- 
ards are being removed, roads built to formerly 
inaccessible areas of entrancing beauty, and 
mountain lakes constructed for a playground of 
happy people in happier days, these landscape 
gardeners of the nation are visited by field 
workers of the Maryland Bible Society, and a 
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fine piece of spiritually constructive work has 
gone on parallel with material improvements. 

Healthy activity, and increasingly strong 
bodies, lay a splendid foundation for alert men- 
tality and power to grasp the spiritual verities 
of the Book; while they also beget a hunger 
for the bread of life. In western Maryland, 
the Rev. F. F. Leonard has visited the men at 
Swallow Falls, 
Crellen, Oak- 
land, Keyser, 
and Frostburg. 
A second cam- 
paign, in which 
the Agency 
Secretary will 
join, is planned 
for the week of 
June 18-25, 
1934, to mining 
camps, and iso- 
lated homes 


tains. 


For the Police 


Through the 
courtesy of General Gaither, Baltimore’s com- 


missioner of police, and the one hundred per- | 


cent cooperation of his precinct captains, Bibles 
have been placed in the libraries and recreation 
centers of all police stations, the detectives per- 
sonally requesting not less than fifty. 

In Baltimore, we are now mapping out a 


campaign to reach language groups through their | 
nationals, and have secured the cooperation 
of an Italian, a Polish, and a Jewish worker, 


We) 


willing to give their services part time. 
look with profound interest to the development 
of this work. 


Bible Shop Visitors 


By John Ritchie, Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


A Professor 

O NE morning, when the staff was 

especially busy preparing ship- 
ments of books, a middle-aged man 
was noticed examining the books in 
our display window for about half an 
hour. There was a series of pictures 
on show illustrating the story of the 
Prodigal Son. A large Bible lay open 
to let the passer-by read the narra- 
tive in Luke’s Gospel. The man ap- 
proached the door, but hesitated, apparently 
finding some difficulty in deciding to enter. He 
went on to the corner, but came back again and 
stood at the door. His interest was so mani- 


Secretary Ritchie 


fest that he was invited to come in. 
He stepped in, and asked the price 
of the picture of the Prodigal Son. 
He was told that the picture was 
only there to attract attention to the 
Book. 

“Tell me where I can read thag 
story?” he replied——‘In the Gospel 
of Luke.”—“‘Well, give me that Gos- 
pel’ 

He was shown the place in the 
Gospel, and, on examining the book, asked, 
“But, what is this? Is this the Bibler’—s 
“No; it is a part of the New Testament.”— 
“Then I want to see the New Testament. Is 


upon the moun- | 
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the story there?’—‘Oh, yes”; and he was 
shown how to find Luke’s Gospel and the fif- 
teenth chapter. 

“Well, I will change my mind. Please sell 
me a New Testament. But—what is the Bi- 
ble?” He was shown a Bible and given a brief 
explanation of what the Bible is. “‘Is the story 
of the Prodigal Son in the Bible?” 

The fifteenth chapter of Luke was opened to 
him in the Bible, and he was shown that the 
Book contained the New Testament and, there- 

more, the Gospel of Luke. After more ex- 


planation about the Bible and its contents, he 
said, ‘“Well, then I must have a Bible’; so he 
Before leaving, he said, “I 


| bought the Bible. 


THE BIBLE SHOP AT LIMA 


know now what the Bible is like, and | shall 
read it with the deepest interest. Thank you 
very much for your kind information.” This 
man is a professor in the military school. 


“A Book for My Children” 


“Will you tell me where I can get a book en- 
titled ‘What a Young Man Ought to Know?’ 
It is a book I read when I was young, and I 
want it for my children now.” 

This was the request of an Italian business 
man as he entered the Bible shop in Lima. He 
was told where he might probably get this book, 
—at the Evangelical Bookstore,—and then he 
was shown a Bible. 

“Oh, yes; I have a Bible in Italian, and I 
always take it with me when I travel, as I enjoy 
reading it in the quiet. I have read it and read 
it, but I never finish it.” 
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But now he bec 
Testament in Spanish for his children. He 
looked at some English Bibles, and finally took 
an English-Spanish Testament, some Gospels, 
and the Book of Proverbs. On leaving, he ex- 
pressed his delight at having found good books 
for his children. 


A Student 


One afternoon, a poorly dressed young fel- 
low of about nineteen came into the Bible shop 
and asked for a Bible. He asked a great many 
questions about the Book and its teaching. He 
manifested very deep interest in reading the 
Bible, but said he could not afford to buy it, as 
he had a very small salary. He was invited to 
come and read it in our office whenever he had 
time. He came several times and read; but, 
finally, he confessed that he was teaching in a 
convent school, supported by the Franciscan 
friars. He was not satisfied with their teach- 
ings of religion, was anxious to find the truth, 
but dared not be seen with a Bible. So he read 
the Book where he could do so quietly, without 
being seen and without arousing suspicions. 
While writing this note, we have had news of 
his having joined the Methodist Church. 


An Indian Lad 


In the display window of the Bible shop 
there are usually shown Gospels in the native 
Indian languages—Quechua and Aymara. From 
time to time there are articles, leaflets, and 
pamphlets published in Quechua in the princi- 
pal Indian centres of the sierra; but it is al- 
most unknown for anything to be printed in 
Aymara. The only publications we have ever 
seen printed in this language were books in- 
tended for the instruction of priests who labor 
among these Indians. The Gospel in Aymara, 
therefore, from time to time attracts the atten- 
tion of some one in an exceptional way. 

One day, an Indian lad was passing the win- 
dow and saw the Aymara Gospel. He looked 
at it incredulously. He was so keenly inter- 
ested that he dashed into the shop and asked to 
see this book in Aymara. When he found that 
it was a book in his own mother tongue, and 
that he could read it, he laughed with glee and 
seemed as if he would literally dance for joy in 
our shop. Of course, he bought the book, poor 
lad though he was. Fortunately, the Gospel is 
sold very cheaply. 


A Beggar Woman 


A beggar woman, with two young children, 
was passing our window. One of these chil- 
dren, however, was able to read, and she stood 
with her face against the glass reading the Gos- 
pel, while her mother stood by delighted to 
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listen. The woman entered the shop and has- 
tened to explain that she had not come in to 
beg for money, but would be so grateful if she 
might have spiritual bread for her children. 
Could we stretch a point and give her one of 
those little books,—just one little one,—so that 
she might have the delightful reading for her- 
self and her children. She was given two of 
the Gospels and went away greatly pleased, 
certainly no less so than if she had been given 
money. 
Two Lawyers 

A lawyer came in and asked to see a Bible. 
He stated that he was desirous of studying the 
Holy Scriptures, was already familiar with the 
Roman Catholic version, but wished to see 
what difference there was between this and 
other versions. He examined the Valera ver- 
sion, and was greatly pleased with its style and 
language. He offered the opinion that it was 
clearer than the Scio version. Then he asked 
whether we had any other version in Spanish. 
He was shown the “Version Moderna” and ex- 
amined this. On comparing it with the other, 
he found that its language was more modern 
and more Latin American; so he decided to 
take both, and went off delighted with a copy 
of each version. 

Another lawyer came in and fired off a series 
of questions about the Bible, which suggested 
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the interrogations of a judge dealing with 
criminal at the bar. He asked all manner o 
questions about the Book and about the Society, 
which issues it. Such men are always im-+ 
pressed with the fact that they can buy the Bi- 
ble so cheaply; that it is manifestly not a com- 
mercial proposition. But he wanted a Bibl 
which would give him the text of the Holy 
Scripture free from all human additions, notes, 
comments, or anything else that might be inter 
ested propaganda. He knew the Roman Cath+ 
olic version, but was persuaded that the notes: 
were not helpful. He was delighted to nd 
that he could get such a Bible as the Cipriano 
de Valera version, without notes or comments, 
and, indeed, that we do not issue Bibles with 
notes or comments. He had supposed that aj 
Protestant version would have Protestant notes 


WARNING 


ALL friends of the Society are hereby warned 

against financial solicitations by a suave, 
heavy set man, between forty-five and fifty-five 
years of age, who carries forged credentials on 


the Society’s stationery, indicating that he is 
authorized to collect money and bonds for the 
Society. Have no dealings with him. 

Please advise the Society, Bible House, New 
York, by telegraph, if he presents himself. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


JULY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE, third stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and nineteenth year was held 
at the Bible House, on Thursday, July 5, 1934, 
at 3:30 p.m., President John T. Manson in 
the chair. 

Devotional exercises 
Treasurer Darlington. 

The minutes of the second stated meeting 
were presented and approved, as were those of 
the standing committees. 

The Board approved of the formation of a 
committee of fifteen in the Philippines to ad- 
vise on the work of the Society in those islands. 

The following message to the Bible Society 


were conducted by 


of Maine on its one hundred and twenty-fift 
anniversary was adopted: 


The Board of Managers of the American Bible So 
ciety extends its cordial congratulations to the Bible 
Society of Maine on the completion of one hundre 
and twenty-five years of service in the distribution o 
the Word of God. Since it was organized in Augus 
1809, it has been one of the positive Christian factor 
in its Own territory, and has also contributed to th 
world work of the American Bible Society of whic 
it became an auxiliary in 1816. 

The fourth state Bible society, in the order of or 
ganization in this country, the Bible Society of Main 
has been characterized by a unique service. The idea 
of visiting at least once in each seven years ever 
home in the state of Maine is still being maintained 
even in the sparsely settled regions of that state. Thi 
is a record worthy of all praise. | 

The American Bible Society, through its Board of 
Managers, on this distinguished occasion, would recoré 
its judgment that, under far different conditions thar 
in the early days, but under the same divine guidance 
with like steadfast devotion, and with the same indis- 
pensable Book as then, the Bible Societies have < 
greater rather than a lesser task in the distribution of 
the Word of God among all men, that they may fine 
through it his redeeming power. To this end the 
American Bible Society looks forward with pleasure 
a continued collaboration with the Bible Society of 
Maine. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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Is this letter 
addressed to YOU? 


For over 80 years we have been sending these welcome letters to holders of 
Annuity Agreements of the American Bible Society. Never ...in good times or 
bad . . . has any annuitant failed to receive his check. 


These Annuity Agreements are safe. They are backed by the resources and con- 
servative business management of a trustworthy institution whose work, the 
distribution of the Scriptures, is indispensable to the Christian enterprise. 

Would you like to know how you can receive a specified sum at definite times every 
year as long as you live? . . . how a relative or friend may be included? 

Mail the coupon below, and you will receive an interesting booklet which may help 
solve some of the puzzling problems of your future income. 


American Bible Society 


ee fe Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
£3 Ws Please send me your new annuity booklet, No. 62P, entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
- I understand that this request places me under no obligation. 
ND 
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